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Nancy E. Lane, MD is an Endowed Professor of Medicine, Rheumatology, and Aging Research,

Director for the Center for Musculoskeletal Health, Director of the K12 NIH Building

Interdisciplinary Research Careers in Women’s Health (BIRCWH), and Principal Investigator of the

NIH funded Program on Sex Differences in Musculoskeletal Diseases Across the Lifespan at the

University of California at Davis School of Medicine where she has served for the past 8 years.  

Dr. Lane is an internationally recognized scientist in the fields of  both osteoporosis and

osteoarthritis.  Her translational research team has been instrumental in defining the role of

glucocorticoids in bone fragility including their effects on cell stress and vulnerable cell populations

including osteocytes.  As a faculty member at the University of California at San Francisco,

she  pioneered a seminal clinical trial to demonstrate that daily injections of the hormone PTH

could reverse glucocorticoid induced osteoporosis. After transitioning to U.C. Davis, she a

developed a novel compound to direct stem cells to the bone to grow new bone and treat

osteoporosis.   In addition she has uncovered novel genetic variations that predispose individuals

to osteoarthritis and has studied novel treatments for osteoarthritis.  She organized and directs an

NIH funded junior faculty grant writing workshop that has taught over 300 junior faculty in

musculoskeletal medicine grant writing skills that has resulted in a 45% success rate in applicants

receiving research grants (2006-present).  

Dr. Lane has been recognized by the University, her medical residents, subspecialty fellows, and by

her faculty peers as an outstanding mentor with the UC Davis Dean’s Award for Scientific

Mentoring (2008). Her research accomplishments have been recognized by the UC Davis School of

Medicine Dean’s Team Science Award (2012), the American College of Rheumatology for the Oscar

Gluck Memorial Lecture for outstanding work in Osteoporosis (2011), the Remodeling in Bone

“RIB Award” by the International Society of Bone and Mineral Research (2012), her election as a

Master of the American College of Physicians (2012) and David Trentham Lectureship and Women

in Medicine Lectureship at Harvard Medical School (2013). She is also recipient of the Bone and

Joint Decade Outstanding Achievement Award for developing a mentoring program in grant

writing (2009). 

 

Dr. Lane was President of the Board of the United States Bone and Joint Decade (2006-2008), co-

led the International Bone and Joint Decade Conference in Washington DC (2010),was elected and

serves on the council of the American Society of Bone and Mineral Research (2010-2013), and the

Orthopedic Research Society. 

Clinical Interests



Nancy E. Lane, M.D.

 

Dr. Lane is on the editorial boards of Nature Reviews Rheumatology, Rheumatology (Associate

Editor),Seminars in Arthritis and Rheumatism (Associate Editor), Co-editor Arthritis and

Rheumatism (2005-2010), and Journal of Rheumatology. She was elected to the Association of

American Physicians (2006) and the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine (2013),

has been named Best Doctors in America annually since 2004, and continues to have an active

rheumatology practice.
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