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Helene G. Margolis, Ph.D.

Dr. Margolis has extensive research and public policy experience and expertise related to the health
impacts of climate change and environmental factors, most notably heat and air pollution, on
vulnerable populations, especially children and older adults. Her 20 years experience as a
California state scientist and program lead, and academic training in epidemiology (PhD),
immunology (MA), and marine sciences (oceanography)/biology (B.A.) gives her a unique
knowledge-base and perspective on issues related to climate change. Her ARRA Challenge Grant
(‘Projected Heat Wave Magnitudes and Public Health Impacts’; NIEHS) is advancing understanding
of heat-related illness and morbidity that occurs even under relatively mild conditions across
California. Dr. Margolis’ research interests include: Public health impacts of climate change and
variability, including clinical ramifications and interventions to reduce vulnerability;
pathophysiology/mechanisms and influence of environmental factors on natural history of chronic
diseases (respiratory, cardiovascular, metabolic, immunologic); pediatric asthma and lung function
growth; gene-environment interactions; exposure assessment; and translation of research findings
into integrated public health and environmental policies. A particular interest is development of
multiple-determinant models of chronic disease and related health outcomes that incorporate
individual- and community-level factors and assess vulnerability across the life-span. She is
committed to addressing issues of ethics in environmental health research, social inequities in

health and environmental policy and access to healthcare.
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Select Recent Publications

Helene G. Margolis, Ph.D.

M.A., California State University, Sacramento, Sacramento, California, 1985

B.A., LIU Southampton, Southampton, NY, 1972

Switzer Foundation, San Francisco, CA, 1999

University of California, Davis, Davis, CA, 1996

University of California, Davis, Davis, CA, 1999

American Association for the Advancement of Science

American Thoracic Society

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists

International Society for Environmental Epidemiology

Superior Accomplishment Award: State of California, Air Resources Board Recognition for
conceptualization/implementation of Vulnerable Populations Research Program., 2000

Sustained Superior Accomplishment Award: State of California, Air Resources Board Recognition
for development of the Long-term Exposure Health Effects Research Program, and the Southern
California Children's Health Study., 1993
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Online: 31 January 2012.

Shih RA, Griffin BA, Salkowski N, Jewell A, Eibner, C, Bird CE, Liao D, Cushman M, Margolis HG,
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Knowlton K, Rotkin-Ellman M, King G, Margolis HG, Smith D, Solomon G, Trent R, English P.
The 2006 California heat wave: impacts on hospitalizations and emergency department visits.
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