
The State of 
Reproductive Rights: 
What’s Changed, 
What’s Next, and 
What We Can Do 
Now.
MONICA R. MCLEMORE PHD, 
MPH, RN

1



Nomenclature

Month YEAR



Reproductive Rights, Health and Justice

• The Reproductive Rights framework is based on 
universal legal protections for citizens.

• The Reproductive Health framework emphasizes the 
very necessary reproductive health services that people 
need.

• The Reproductive Justice framework stipulates that 
reproductive oppression is a result of the intersections 
of multiple oppressions and is inherently connected to 
the struggle for social justice and human rights. 



Twelve Founding Black Mothers of 
Reproductive Justice

Toni M. Bond Leonard

Cynthia Newbille

Reverend Alma Crawford
Loretta Ross

Evelyn S. Field

Elizabeth Terry

Terri James

Winnette P. Willis

Bisola Marignay
Kim Youngblood

Cassandra McConnell

'Able' Mable Thomas

The Black Women attending a conference sponsored by the Illinois Pro-Choice Alliance and 
the Ms. Foundation for Women in 1994 in Chicago.  

As a result, they formed the Women of African Descent for Reproductive Justice (WADRJ).



Overview
The So-Called Culture War



Historically important considerations 
when understanding abortion care 
provision

• Margaret Sanger
• Trained As Public Health Nurse
• Original Focus – Birth Spacing and Decreases 

Maternal Morbidity/Mortality
• Notoriously Pro-Birth Control and Anti-

Abortion

Month YEAR



Deaths from Abortion after Legalization

Laws liberalized
in 15 states

Roe v. Wade
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Creation of a Counter-Movement

Roe galvanizes people opposed to abortion

• Goals:
• Make abortion illegal again
• Make abortion a dirty word again
• Make abortion rights a political liability

The formation of a “Pro-life” 
or “Right to Life” Movement



Bringing it Home to the Base, Defund Planned Parenthood





The Fetus as the Central Issue

• Visual images of fetuses
• Separation from the pregnant person



This was a suggested ad 
to Dr. McLemore’s 
Facebook Newsfeed in 
March 2013
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7th and
Bryant – San Francisco

Times
Square

Bayview Hunters Point -
SF



Some Data



Month YEARSlide 16



Month YEARSlide 17



10/26/202218



10/26/2022 19







Re-Diversifying the 
Workforce
RETROFIT



Founding ACTIONS Team

Helen Arega, MA
Program Director

Monica R. McLemore, 
PhD, MPH, RN

Founding Director

Alicia Swartz, PhD, RN
ACTIONS Postdoctoral 

Fellow

Laura Sanchez, UCSF MEPN 
‘21

ACTIONS Research Assistant 



Current ACTIONS Team

Nikki Lanshaw
Project Director

Monica McLemore
PI, Co-Director

Linda Franck
Co-Director



2019 ACTIONS Interns

Brittany Ferrell, RN
MPH candidate, 2020

Washington University in St. Louis
Black Futures Lab 

Birth Place Lab

Olga Smith, RN
MA candidate, 2020

UCSF 
CA Nurses CPC Study
ANSIRH Core Funding 

Rachel Applewhite
MPH candidate, 2019

Harvard School of Public Health 
RLBC



Reneé Mehra
Postdoc, Year 3

Toni Bond-Leonard
Postdoc, Year 3

Daniel Suárez-Baquero
Postdoc, Year 2

Bethany Golden
Predoc, Year 3

Brenda Lopez
Predoc, Year 3

Celestine Ofori-Parku
Predoc, Year 2

Daphne Scott-
Henderson

Predoc, Year 2

Christina Pineda
Predoc, Year 1

Laura Cox Predoc, 
Year 1



Connection to Broader National 
Landscape



Building a Canon
REFORM: SHIFTING THE NARRATIVE



Maternal Mortality

Month YEAR
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Abortion Out Loud
REIMAGINE: AN 

ESSENTIAL 
COMPONENT TO 

REPRODUCTIVE 
JUSTICE
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ACLU, THE 
Lawyering 

Project, The 
Center for 

Reproductive 
Rights

Month YEAR



Current Landscape - Wins
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New Jersey – APC 
expansion*

Virginia – APC 
expansion*

Hawaii – APC 
expansion* Minnesota*

South Carolina Fetal 
Heartbeat Protection 

From Abortion Act 
defeated

Arizona – Race and 
Sex Selection Ban 

defeated 
NAACP and NAPWF

Kansas -
Constitutional 

Amendment Struck 
Down
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Leveling Up Our Expectations

41



Do-able Actions RIGHT NOW

1. Guarantee the employment of all workers who are currently 
providing abortion, contraception, and family planning services; 
2. Commit to ethics training of all workers – to NOT surveille 
patients nor racially profile via medical record or other 
documentation;
3. Consider training of staff to provide accurate and evidence-based 
information regarding pregnancy outcomes;
4. Demand transparency specific to pregnancy help and crisis 
pregnancy centers;
5. Work with academic institutions to lead and design research that 
is relevant to the current climate;
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Do-able Actions RIGHT NOW

6. Demand new variables from data sources that inform programming;

7. Consider social media use, specifically launching an evidence-based 
series of social support on YouTube/TikTok

8. Partner with local doula groups & home visiting to provide training, 
clear communication, and spaces for new ideas

9. Plan to become the employer of choice for people who have previously 
received services in your program – view our patients and communities 
we work in as our current and future workforce;

10. Develop the courage to do your work differently and then act 
accordingly.
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Summary
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Workforce Development Matters in Abortion 
Care Provision 

Linking Abortion Care to Reproductive Justice 
and Human Rights is ESSENTIAL

Continuing to Build the Science and Nuance in 
these Discussions Depolarizes the Issue

Conscientious Objection and Provision Can Co-
Exist

When the Public has Trusted Messengers, We 
can Effectively Convey Public Health Messaging



Questions? Comments? Suggestions?
Make This All Different
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Monica R. McLemore – monica.mclemore@ucsf.edu

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter: @mclemoremr

mailto:monica.mclemore@ucsf.edu
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