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Advocacy 

… the act of pleading for, supporting, 

recommending: active espousal;  

 

changing "what is" into "what should be" 



Goals: 

 Inspire 

Food for thought 

How did you get where you are? 

Granular level 

Go beyond Rural 

 Interactive 

 

Just tell stories! 



Disclaimer #1 

"You cannot be a patient advocate 

without being a community advocate" 



Figure. Model of Physician Responsibility in Relation to Influences on Health 



Disclaimer #2 

"You cannot be a community advocate 

without being a policy advocate" 



Global 

Health 

Influences   

Figure. Model of Physician Responsibility in Relation to Influences on Health 





Case Presentation #1 

43yo male; mother called to make appointment b/o “cold” 

  Lives 25 miles from clinic  

and with two private FP offices between residence 

and Norma Clinic 



Case Presentation #2 

How do you advocate for this man? 



Case Presentation #3 

  phone call from APS re: 78 yo male 





No one of you can tell me right now that it is 

a waste of time to be careful in medicine. 

What you learn in becoming a good medical 

observer will be useful to you always. 

It is said that half of what we are taught in 

medical school will have been shown to be wrong 

during the first 10 years after we have graduated. 



I expect you to spend time with each one of your patients 

after the initial workup in establishing rapport with him, 

obtaining an extensive personal history by indirect and 

easy means, and in showing the patient that you have a 

keen interest in him as a person and friend as well as a 

disease. 



You will be considered by me to be personally 

responsible for the welfare of each of your patients. 

You are expected to help inculcate in your patients the 

feeling that the patient is always right, that nothing is too 

good for the patient, and that you consider it a privilege to 

be able to care for him. 
You will also probably have learned that for each one 

of us the primary teaching responsibility now and for 

the rest of his life lies within himself. 

You will have been a great help and inspiration to 

us, made us better doctors for your presence. 


