
PSTP/VSTP RETREAT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
SIERRA HEALTH FOUNDATION 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2001 
 
 
8:00 – 8:30   Continental Breakfast 
  
 
8:30 – 9:00    Welcome  -   Michael F. Seldin M.D., Ph.D. Director PSTP 
     Fitz-roy Z. Curry, Ph.D. Associate Dean for 
Research 
     Jacqueline Segersten, Sierra Health Foundation 
  
 
9:00 –   9:10   "Characterizing the Mechanism by which Cyclin E Overrides 

Growth Arrest in T47D Breast Cancer Cells" Brian Jonas, PSTP 
Student  

 
9:15 –   9:35    “Characterization of novel ubiquitin ligase enzymes” Ingrid 

Wertz, PSTP Student 
 
9:40 – 10:00  “Frontiers of Cancer Research” 

Hsing-Jien Kung,  Ph.D., Director Cancer Center Basic Research 
 
10:00 – 10:30  Morning Break 
 
 
10:30 – 10:40   “Cholesterol Modulates Membrane Phase Transitions, And Raft 

Formation In Northern Elephant Seal Platelets” Cara Field, VSTP 
Student 

 
10:45 – 11:00  “Ethnic Difference Markers for Use in Mapping by Admixture Linkage 

Disequilibrium” Heather Schramm, PSTP Student  
 
11:05 -  11:30    “The Post-Genome Project” Michael F. Seldin, M.D., Ph.D. 

 
11:35 -  11:45   “Sodium/Hydrogen Exchange Inhibition and Cell Death in 

Malignant Gliomas” Manu Hegde, PSTP Student 
 
 
 
11:50 –   1:00   Lunch 
 



1:00 – 1:10   “The Genetic Contribution of the MHC Region to Juvenile 
Idiopathic Arthritis”  Jon Runstadler, VSTP Student  

 
1:15 – 1:40  “Frontiers of BioMedical Engineering” Dennis Mathews, Ph.D. 

  
 
1:45 – 2:45   Key-Note : “Coreceptors and HIV-1 Pathogenesis” Mark A. 

Goldsmith, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Gladstone Institute of Virology and Immunology Cancer Center at 
UCSF 

 
 
 
2:50 – 4:00   Poster Session  (refreshments will be served) 
     
 

" Alpha,beta-Methylene ATP Elicits the Muscle Chemoreflex in Decerebrate Cats " 
Ramy Hanna, PSTP Student 

 
“X Box Binding Protein:  Thymic involvement in Autoimmune Lupus” 

Tom Hsu, PSTP Student 
 

“In Vivo Tensile Behavior of a Four-Bundle Hamstring Graft as a Replacement for  
the Anterior Cruciate Ligament” 

Phil Huang, PSTP Student 
 

"Slowed Deactivation Of The Light Response In Rods Lacking The Protein Gβ5-L" 
Claudia Krispel, PSTP Student 

 
“Effect of Processing of Dietary Casein on Lysine Bioavailability in Growing Kittens” 
Jennifer Larsen, VSTP Student 

 
" Oxidative Folding of Bovine Pancreatic Ribonuclease A:  Insight Into the Overall 

Catalysis of the Refolding Pathway by Phosphate " 
Lawrence Low, PSTP Student 

 
“Tumor necrosis factor-alpha-induced hyperinsulinemia prevents decreases of 

circulating leptin during fasting in rats” 
Edward Medina, PSTP Student 

 
"Elevated Plasma Homocysteine in Adults with Sickle Cell Disease Relates to Folate 

Status, Even in the Absence of Overt Folate Deficiency." 
Maria Medina, PSTP Student 

 
"A Study to Investigate the Effect of Bilateral Amygdalectomy On Human Social 

Cognition" 
Noah Merin, PSTP Student 



 
“The Pharmacokinetics Of Intravenous And Transdermal Fentanyl In Horses” 

Sara Thomasy, VSTP Student 
 

“Abnormalities in mouse kidney fibroblast primay cell cultures established from F3 
offspring with F0 paternal irradiation”  

Maude Vance, PSTP Student 
 
 
 

4:05 – 4:40  Round Table Discussion, “Human and Animal Rights: 
Implications for the future of Biomedical Research”  

 
   Stephen Barthold, DVM, Ph.D., Fern Tablin, DVM,.Ph.D.  
    Hsing-Jien Kung, Ph.D.  Jerry Powell, MD, Ph.D. 

Mark Goldsmith, M.D., Ph.D. Michael F. Seldin, MD, Ph.D. 
 
 
4:45 – 4:55   “Identifying the Islet Stem Cell” Fred Wu, PSTP Student 
 
5:00 – 5:20  "Characterization of IL-4 and macrophage derived chemokine 

expression in airways of house dust mite- sensitized Rhesus 
monkeys" 
Debbie Chou, VSTP Student 

 
 
 
6:00 Dinner at Rio City Café for guests who responded to the request 

for an RSVP.  Rio City Café is located at 1110 Front Street. 
 

 
About our Key-Note Speaker  
 
Dr Mark A Goldsmith, our Distinguished Visiting Professor is himself a Physician 
Scientist.  After completing his undergraduate degree at Princeton he was an 
M.D./Ph.D. student at UCSF.  Following an Internal Medicine residency split between 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital and UCSF he has risen through the ranks at UCSF and 
the Gladstone Institute for Virology and Immunology where he is currently an Associate 
Investigator.   He has made numerous contributions to understanding the cellular 
immunology of HIV using molecular biologic tools and in defining signal transduction 
mechanisms triggered by activation of cytokine receptors.  In addition, he is also noted 
for identifying the role of a cellular coreceptor in the pathogenesis of the Ebola Virus.   
Along the way he has received recognition of his accomplishments by winning the 
Young Investigator Award of the Western Society for Clinical Investigation and election 
to the American Society for Clinical Investigator and serving as an Associate and now 
section editor for the Journal of Immunology.   He also has a strong interest in 



developing the careers of future physician scientists and is a member of the UCSF MSTP 
Council. 
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