
HBV is a global epidemic2 

 
• About 1 in 20 people in the world (370 

million individuals) are living with 

chronic HBV infection. 

• 80% of all liver cancer in the world is 

caused by chronic HBV infection. 

• Every 30–45 seconds, one person dies 

from this vaccine-preventable disease. 
 
 
 

HBV and Liver Cancer 
in the Korean Community 

 
• Chronic HBV infection is 10-12 times 

more common among Koreans than the 
general U.S. population. 

• Liver cancer incidence is 8 times higher 
in Koreans than in the general American 
population.1 

• Liver cancer is the second leading cause 
of cancer death for Koreans living in the 
Los Angeles County. 4 

 
 
 

Prevalence of Hepatitis B in the World 3 
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여러분의 B 형 간염 상태를 알아보세요.
Find out your hepatitis B status.  

 
이 책자를 의료진에게 보여주면서  

B 형 간염 피검사를 요청하세요. 
Present this brochure to your healthcare 

provider and ask for a hepatitis B blood test. 
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B형 간염 검사가 

한인에게  

왜 중요한가? 
Why is Hepatitis B Screening 

Important for Koreans? 
 
 

Hepatitis B Information  
for Physicians 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 HBsAg Prevalence 
 ≥8% - High 

2-7% - Intermediate 
<2% - Low  

 
 



Dear Healthcare Provider, 
 
Your patient is in a high-risk group for 
hepatitis B virus infection because s/he 
is an immigrant from Korea.  
 
The 2006 guidelines from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) call for routine HBV screening of 
all foreign-born persons from highly 
endemic (HBsAg prevalence of ≥ 8%) 
areas, including Korea, regardless of 
their immunization history.3 
 
As you know, infection with the 
hepatitis B virus (HBV) and can lead to 
premature death from cirrhosis 
(scarring of the liver), liver failure or 
liver cancer. 
 
 

Please consider testing your 

patient for hepatitis B. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immigrants from Korea are at 
high-risk for hepatitis B.   
CDC recommends routine 

screening in this population. 

Hepatitis B Testing 
 

Recommended screening strategies are as follows6: 
 

• hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) & hepatitis B surface antibody (anti-HBs) 
OR 

• hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) & hepatitis B core antibody (anti-HBc) 
OR 

• hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) & hepatitis B surface antibody (anti-HBs) & 
hepatitis B core antibody (anti-HBc) 

 

Interpretation of the Hepatitis B Panel and Recommendation for Vaccination5 

Tests Results Interpretation Vaccinate?  
Hepatitis B Surface 
Antigen (HBsAg): 
indicates that the person 
is infectious 
 
Hepatitis B Core 
Antibody (anti-HBc): 
indicates previous or 
ongoing infection 
 
Hepatitis B Surface 
Antibody (anti-HBs): 
indicates recovery and 
immunity from infection 
 
IgM Antibody to 
Hepatitis B Core 
Antigen (IgM anti-HBc): 
indicates recent infection 
(≤ 6 mos) 

 HBsAg 
anti-HBc 
anti-HBs 

- 
- 
- 

susceptible yes 

HBsAg 
anti-HBc 
anti-HBs 

- 
- 

+ with > 
10mIU/mL* 

immune due 
to vaccination no 

HBsAg 
anti-HBc 
anti-HBs 

- 
+ 
+ 

immune due to  
natural infection no 

HBsAg 
anti-HBc 
IgM anti-HBc 
anti-HBs 

+ 
+ 
+ 
- 

acutely 
infected no 

HBsAg 
anti-HBc 
IgM anti-HBc 
anti-HBs 

+ 
+ 
- 
- 

chronically 
infected 

no (may need 
treatment) 

HBsAg 
anti-HBc 
anti-HBs 

- 
+ 
- 

four interpretations 
possible† 

use clinical 
judgment 

*Post-vaccination testing, when it is recommended, should be performed 1–2 months after the last dose of vaccine. 
Infants born to HBsAg-positive mothers should be tested 3–9 months after the last dose of vaccine. 
†1. May be recovering from acute HBV infection 
  2. May be distantly immune, but the test may not be sensitive enough to detect a very low level of anti-HBs in serum 
  3. May be susceptible with a false positive anti-HBc 
  4. May be chronically infected and have an undetectable level of HBsAg present in the serum 

 

Thank you so much for your help in raising hepatitis B  
awareness and screening in the Korean community! 

  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us by phone: (310) 794-7614 (Korean language 
services available) or by mail: UCLA Division of Cancer Prevention and Control Research, A2-125 CHS Box 
956900, Los Angeles, CA 90095-6900.  


