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The UC Davis Antimicrobial Stewardship Program 

(ASP) was first established in 1986 and then 

expanded in pediatrics in 2011 and hospital wide in 

2013 in response to the growing challenge of 

antibiotic resistance. Due to increasing antibiotic 

resistance, patients are at a higher risk for adverse 

effects and poor outcomes and treatment strategies 

become more complex.

Antibiotics are life-saving drugs, and their use has 

important implications for patient care and public 

health. With this in mind, the UC Davis Health ASP 

strives to ensure all patients receive optimal 

antibiotic therapy when indicated. We thank you for 

your support in putting this very important program 

into action. 
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Image: Stained Pseudomonas aeruginosa colony biofilm grown in the 
laboratory. https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/11/photos-reveal-
strange-beauty-of-microbes/













Antibiotic Escape Room!

You're trapped! 

You are given a list of  6 antibiotics. Use your knowledge 

of  spectrum of  activity. Some numbers may be used 

once, more than once, or not at all. 

What is the 5-digit code (A-B-C-D-E) to escape? 

answer on last page…

C.

D.

E.



Test Your Knowledge

Would you like to win a $10 gift certificate to Starbucks? Complete the following post-newsletter 

quiz and submit to hs-ASP@ucdavis.edu to be entered into a raffle for a free lunch!

1. A 63-year-old female is hospitalized for acute kidney injury secondary to viral gastroenteritis. On 

hospital day 4 she sundowns overnight, vomits, and aspirates. She is placed on 3L supplemental 

oxygen via nasal cannula, and a CXR is performed revealing multifocal infiltrates. She is 

tachycardic but remains otherwise hemodynamically stable and afebrile. What empiric antibiotic 

course is most appropriate for this patient?

a. Cefepime + Vancomycin for possible HAP

b. Cefepime + Vancomycin + Metronidazole for possible HAP and anaerobic coverage

c.   None. Observe patient and manage symptomatically

2. True or False: When aspiration pneumonitis is complicated by aspiration pneumonia, anaerobic 

coverage is necessary.

3. The following day the patient's altered mental status resolves. She remains afebrile. By the 

following morning (approximately 36 hours after her aspiration event) she is back on room air. 

Aside from a non-productive cough she has no complaints. How long should any empiric antibiotics 

that were started be continued?

a. Stop them now as she has significantly improved within 48 hours of the aspiration event

b. Complete a 5-day course for uncomplicated CAP

c. Complete a 7-day course for uncomplicated HAP

4. True or False: Elderly patients with critical illness and high cefepime doses relative to their renal 

function are at the greatest risk for cefepime induced neurotoxicity (CIN). 

Answers to last Newsletter’s quiz: 1. B, 2. F, 3. B, 4. F

Quick Antibiotic Fact:

Piperacillin-Tazobactam

An anti-pseudomonal beta-lactam 

that also has significant anaerobic 

activity, it comes with a large 

amount of Na++ so use cautiously  

in patients with heart disease. 

ASP Gold Star Winners for May & June

• David Pritchard (MICU)

The following staff have been 

recognized by the ASP team for their 

dedication to combatting antimicrobial 

resistance and commitment to the 

principles of antimicrobial 

stewardship:



Contact Us

The Antimicrobial Stewardship Program team members

Adult ASP Physicians:

Stuart Cohen, MD

Archana Maniar, MD

Sarah Waldman, MD

Scott Crabtree, MD

Natascha Tuznik, DO

Christian Sandrock, MD

Larissa May, MD

Alan Koff, MBBS

Pediatric ASP Physicians:

Natasha Nakra, MD

Jean Wiedeman, MD

Ritu Cheema, MD

Elizabeth Partridge, MD

ASP Pharmacists:

Monica Donnelley, PharmD

Nicola Clayton, PharmD

TJ Gintjee, PharmD

Antibiotic questions? Contact us.

https://health.ucdavis.edu/antibiotic-stewardship/

See the On-Call Schedule for the ASP attending/fellow of the day

Contact the ASP Pharmacist at 916-703-4099 or by Vocera "Infectious Disease 

Pharmacist"

Escape Room answer:   2-3-8-6-4

https://health.ucdavis.edu/antibiotic-stewardship/
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