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The UC Davis Antimicrobial Stewardship Program 

(ASP) was first established in 1986 and then 

expanded in pediatrics in 2011 and hospital wide in 

2013 in response to the growing challenge of 

antibiotic resistance. Due to increasing antibiotic 

resistance, patients are at a higher risk for adverse 

effects and poor outcomes and treatment strategies 

become more complex.

Antibiotics are life-saving drugs, and their use has 

important implications for patient care and public 

health. With this in mind, the UC Davis Health ASP 

strives to ensure all patients receive optimal 

antibiotic therapy when indicated. We thank you for 

your support in putting this very important program 

into action. 
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Image: Bacillus anthracis: String of Pearls Reaction.
https://asm.org/Image-Gallery/Bacillus-Anthracis-String-of-Pearls-Reaction







Azithromycin in CAP 
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Due to azithromycin’s long half life, shorter courses (3 days) 
have been studied for CAP, and to date been found to be   
non-inferior to longer courses (5+ days).3-5
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A macrolide can be considered for the treatment of CAP in the outpatient
setting if local S. pneumoniae resistance is low (< 25%, CA resistance is ~25%)1,2

and in the inpatient setting in combination with a beta-lactam antibiotic    
(due to data suggesting possible improved outcomes with combo Rx).2

3 days   vs    5+ days



Test Your Knowledge

Would you like to win a $10 gift certificate to Starbucks? Complete the following post-newsletter 

quiz and submit to hs-ASP@ucdavis.edu to be entered into a raffle for a free lunch!

A 63-year-old female with Type II diabetes is seen in the ED following 24 hours of cough and 

shortness of breath. She is hemodynamically stable, but febrile to 101 F. Exam is notable for some 

lower right-sided crackles on auscultation of her lungs, but she is otherwise non-toxic appearing. 

Her CBC is unremarkable. She is admitted overnight for observation.

1. What empiric antibiotic course is most appropriate for this patient?

a. Cefepime 2 g IV q8h + Vancomycin 15 mg/kg IV x 1

b. Ceftriaxone 2 g IV q24h + Doxycycline 100 mg IV/PO q12h

c. Ciprofloxacin 500 mg PO q12h

2. True or False: In patients with uncomplicated pneumonia and no risk factors for drug 

resistance, a respiratory fluoroquinolone will have the same C difficile and side effect risks as 

amoxicillin-clavulanate with equal efficacy and easier compliance? 

3. What is the duration of treatment for this patient’s CAP assuming improvement by day 3?

a. 5 days

b. 7 days

c. 10 days

4. True or False: for CAP, 3 days of azithromycin 500 mg daily is as affective as longer courses 

due to its long half-life. 

Answers to last Newsletter’s quiz: 1. C, 2. F, 3. B, 4. T

Quick Antibiotic Fact:

Amox-Clav

Ideal for animal bites, odontogenic 

disease, and uncomplicated GI 

infections, clindamycin for 

anaerobes is going the way of the 

dodo.

ASP Gold Star Winners for January 2023

• Monica Wright • Jennifer McGrath 

The following staff have been 

recognized by the ASP team for their 

dedication to combatting antimicrobial 

resistance and commitment to the 

principles of antimicrobial 

stewardship:







Contact Us

The Antimicrobial Stewardship Program team members

Adult ASP Physicians:

Stuart Cohen, MD

Archana Maniar, MD

Sarah Waldman, MD

Scott Crabtree, MD

Natascha Tuznik, DO

Christian Sandrock, MD

Larissa May, MD

Alan Koff, MBBS

Pediatric ASP Physicians:

Natasha Nakra, MD

Jean Wiedeman, MD

Ritu Cheema, MD

Elizabeth Partridge, MD

ASP Pharmacists:

Monica Donnelley, PharmD

Nicola Clayton, PharmD

Jen Curello, PharmD

Antibiotic questions? Contact us.

https://health.ucdavis.edu/antibiotic-stewardship/

See the On-Call Schedule for the ASP attending/fellow of the day

Contact the ASP Pharmacist at 916-703-4099 or by Vocera "Infectious Disease 

Pharmacist"

https://health.ucdavis.edu/antibiotic-stewardship/
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